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Bill Number Purpose of the Bill

Bill 16 • Enabling First Nations residents to vote and run as candidates in school board 
elections

Bill 39 • Introducing new campaign financing requirements for school board elections.

Bill  17 • Mandating nutritional programming in schools

Bill  18 • Supporting immersion programming in Indigenous languages. 
• Indigenous languages recognized under The Aboriginal Languages Recognition Act 

or prescribed by regulation can be the primary language of instruction in any school 
within a division or district.

Bill 19 • Enhancing student safety in schools

Bill 20 • Requiring Indigenous policy frameworks for the K-12 and early learning and child care 
sectors.

Bill 40 • Modernizing outdated provisions
• Reinforcing civic observances
• Promoting reconciliation through land and treaty acknowledgements



Bill 16 - Implications
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Name of the Bill Implications for School Boards

Bill 16: The Municipal 
Councils and School 
Boards Elections 
Amendment and 
Public Schools 
Amendment Act

Came into force on 
June 3, 2025

Effective for the 2026 
School Board Election

Enables adult residents of a First Nations reserve to vote and run as 
candidates in school board elections.

• The legislative amendments establish clear rules for determining which 
school division residents of a First Nations reserve are eligible to vote in.
o About two-thirds of the First Nations in Manitoba will vote in the Frontier 

School Division (40 out of 63)
o Seven First Nations will have the option to choose a division 
o Remaining  First nations (16) will be designated to school divisions per 

the rules set out in the legislation.
• Affected school divisions may have to redraw their ward boundaries, 

maintaining representation quotients, and pass by-laws to be approved by 
the Minister of Education and Early Childhood Learning.

• EECL is working with First Nations and their leadership in informing them 
about these changes and how to participate in school board elections.

• EECL is also working with Municipal and Northern Relations and Elections 
Manitoba to ensure that necessary preparations are in place.



Bill 16: Timeline
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Month / Year Milestone

July-November 2025 • Collaboration with Municipal and Northern Relations to revise 
elections related training materials and guidebooks (will be used to 
train SEOs)

• Preparatory meetings with Elections Manitoba on voters’ lists; 
Elections Manitoba may be able to provide voters’ list to SDs within two 
weeks of receiving required information

October 2025 • Early communication with Frontier School Division

November 2025 • Communication with FN leaderships and communities

November 2025 • Initial communication sent to ALL school divisions with tailored 
information on how and which FNs will be assigned to them

December 2025-January 
2026

• Deadline for FNs to choose a SD (when applicable); FNs not choosing a 
SD will be assigned to a division by the minister (policy will be shared)

January-April 2026 • SDs to finalize ward boundaries and submit by-laws passed by 
respective boards for ministerial approval

February 2026 • Finalize election process for Frontier School Division and inform 
affected FNs



Bill 16: Timeline (cont.)
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Month / Year Milestone

February-April 2026 • Ministerial approval of new ward boundaries

May 2026 • All divisional ward boundaries are approved
• Share pertinent information with MNR for election planning

May 2026 • Department develop regulations designating FNs to SDs

June 2026 • Election campaign can begin

Sep 16 – Sep 22 • Candidate nomination submission window

October 28, 2026 • Election Day



Bill 39 - Implications
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Name of the Bill Implications for School Boards

Bill 39: The Public 
Schools Amendment 
Act (Campaign 
Financing for School 
Trustees)

Came into force on 
June 3, 2025

Effective for the 2026 
School Board Election

Introduces formal campaign financing rules for school board 
elections in Manitoba; requires candidates to register before 
soliciting or accepting contributions or incurring expenses.

Contribution Limits
• Individual donations capped at $1,500 per candidate
• Candidates can self-fund up to $7,500
• Individual cash contribution is limited to $25
Prohibited Contributions
• No anonymous donations
• No contributions from corporations, unions, or non-Manitoba residents
Disclosure Requirements
• Candidates must report donors who contribute $250 or more
• Detailed financial statements required after the campaign
Expense Rules
• Campaign expense limits set by regulation
• Candidates cannot run a deficit



Implications of other (select) bills
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Name of the Bill Implications for School Boards

Bill 18: Indigenous 
Languages of Instruction

Bill 40: An Act respecting 
O Canada and Other 
Observances and Land 
and Treaty 
Acknowledgements in 
Schools

Came into force on royal 
assent, except section 7, 
which relates to the policy on 
land and treaty 
acknowledgements that will 
come into force on 
September 1, 2026.

Department is working on revising the Languages of Instruction and Study Regulation 
(M.R. 469/88 R) to align this with The Public Schools Act. Will come into effect by 
proclamation once the regulation is amended.

Modernizes and streamlines The Education Administration Act and The Public Schools Act 
and furthers reconciliation by introducing a requirement for land acknowledgements and 
treaty acknowledgements in public schools.

Changes made to The Education Administration Act:
• Dissolution of the Advisory Board
• Repeal of the Religious Exercises in Schools Regulation and the Schools Patriotic 

Observances Regulation, including the removal of the requirement for “God Save the 
King” to be sung each school day.

Changes made to The Public Schools Act:
• Requires school boards to establish and implement a written policy respecting land 

acknowledgements and treaty acknowledgements
• Removal of provisions respecting religious exercises found to be unconstitutional.
• Insertion of requirements for "O Canada" to be sung, for citizenship exercises to be 

held, and for schools to hold a Remembrance Day observance each year 



Working together 
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• Partnership based policy development and 
communication to the sector

• On-going discussion on the potential of MFNERC or 
similar organizations to apply for full membership

• MSBA’s role in collective bargaining (linked to MBSA 
advocacy)

• Other general updates on funding, new schools, 
teacher recruitment and retention, etc.



Q&A
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