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TALIA IWANCHYSKO
Dauphin Regional Comprehensive Secondary School, Mountain View 
School Division

At school, Talia is the President of her student council, co-chairperson of the Mountain View 
School Division “Student Voice”, is co-captain of the varsity girls’ basketball team, a co-ed 
soccer team member, a curling club member, and a piano accompanist for the band, jazz, 
and choir. 

In her community, she volunteers for the Parkland Ukrainian Family fund by hosting, 
babysitting, and driving families as needed. She also gives time to the “Under One Roof” 
program by cooking and serving meals. In addition, she volunteers with her local Rotary 
Club and is involved with two local 4-H Clubs. She helps at the Dauphin Foodbank and plays 
piano at her church.  

When asked what student citizenship means, she remarked that “good citizenship can be defined through simple acts such as 
volunteering or even donating money to an organization. The overall view of good citizenship is seen as an individual consistently 
making a difference in the lives of others through one’s positive actions. Being involved in multiple organizations within the 
community and having a large role in my school, I have been able to truly exemplify what being a good citizen is.”
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BROOKLYN PIASTA
Sanford Collegiate, Red River Valley School Division

At Sanford Collegiate, Brooklyn has been a student council member for the last four years 
and has served as President for two. She is involved with the yearbook and is a member of 
a school leadership group and the volleyball team. 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, Brooklyn developed a project called “Grow a Row for 
Hope,” which encouraged community members to donate homegrown food to local 
shelters and soup kitchens to unite the community and help support people experiencing 
hunger. This project significantly impacted the community by giving people a reason to be 
outside and connecting community members to promote citizenship and teamwork. 

In 2022 Brooklyn was President of the 4-H Club and is currently in the role of Treasurer-
Mentor. The 4-H program has provided many opportunities for Brooklyn, and she enjoys 

giving back to the Club by becoming a role model to younger members. She has taken on the responsibility of planning activities 
for the younger 4-H members and works to maintain a fun, engaging, safe and inclusive environment.

Through Brooklyn’s volunteerism, she has had many opportunities to participate in travel. These experiences have taught her 
many things about the world, different cultures and important life lessons which she loves sharing with others. This past summer, 
she travelled to Hawaii with GIVE Volunteers and worked with non-profit organizations across the island. She learned about 
sustainable travel and respecting the environment on this trip. This experience encouraged her to help make her community 
more sustainable, specifically, by reducing food waste.

In addition to Brooklyn’s various volunteer activities, she runs a small online business called “Piasta Heat,” where she makes and 
sells heat packs at craft sales through an online platform. 

Brooklyn believes “good citizenship is engaging in your community, supporting others to become the best version of themselves, 
and helping your community towards a better future. I live out my idea of citizenship by supporting and encouraging others to be 
their best self, engaging in programs in my school and community and working towards a more sustainable future.”
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MITCHELL BAKER
Gimli High School, Evergreen School Division

Mitchell defines “Student Citizenship” as being a commitment to our community and school 
that combines volunteer service, becoming involved in as many community and school 
events as possible, being involved in student and community organizations, and showing 
leadership by striving toward achieving continuously better outcomes in all my endeavours 
and encouraging others as they seek to do the same. 

Mitchell is a very active volunteer in his community of Gimli. Before the pandemic, he 
assisted with the Gimli junior curling program for several years and is now one of the 
volunteer instructors teaching young curlers the fundamentals of the game. He recently 
participated in introducing to and instructing some of the new residents from Ukraine 
about the sport. 
 

In addition, he is also an accomplished swimmer and has volunteered as an assistant swimming instructor at Camp Arnes. 

Mitchell has volunteered for many years, playing the fiddle at events throughout the community, including the Gimli hospital, 
playing at the school Christmas craft fairs in support of the Evergreen Band Boosters, and volunteering to play music at various 
other community gatherings, including the Kiwanis Club and the Icelandic Museum. 
 
As an active member of the Gimli Kiwanis school clubs, beginning in elementary school, Mitchell has progressively taken on more 
responsible roles. He is now President of the Gimli High School Kiwanis Key Club. As a member of Kiwanis, he has volunteered in 
many events, including raising money to support Ukrainian refugees living in the Gimli area, preparing and serving food at Siloam 
Mission, and collecting food for Evergreen Basic Needs. 

Mitchell is an Honour Roll student and has been invited to join the Eagle Club, committed to honouring traditional Indigenous 
culture. He was a member of the Gimli High School Varsity Boys high school curling team that won the Provincial championship 
in 2022 and is now the skip of the 2023 team. He was a member of the Gimli High School Varsity Boys cross country team that 
won our zone in 2021 and 2022. In addition, Mitchell is active in Gimli High School badminton and is an avid outdoors person who 
enjoys hunting and fishing throughout Manitoba.

Mitchell believes that doing well as a student will allow him to continue to be a strong citizen throughout his life and help him 
achieve his goal of being a doctor in rural Manitoba.
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DARASIMI OLUBOYE
R.D. Parker Collegiate, School District of Mystery Lake

Darasimi Oluboye is an active member of S.O.S. (Students Offering Support), a student 
group at R. D. Parker Collegiate that focuses on raising awareness for mental health while 
reducing the stigma of seeking support.

Through her work with S.O.S., Darasimi has planned and executed a variety of local 
initiatives, such as a teacher appreciation breakfast, S.O.S.’s annual HOPE activity (delivering 
each student at RDPC a personalized message at Christmas to promote positive mental 
health), assisted in Hope North’s annual HOPE conference (a life promotion conference 
for Gr. 8 students and up), and various fundraising efforts such as bake sales. Darasimi has 
also sought out additional mental health advocacy training through Jack.org. This Canadian 
charitable organization encourages young leaders to identify and dismantle barriers to 
positive mental health in their communities. She has completed their distance training 

modules and “Be There” certification (recognizing and acting when someone is struggling) while assisting other members with 
their training. 

In her community, Darasimi is also a very active volunteer with her church, where she is a “Kids Zone” leader and camp counsellor 
and plays bass guitar for the Church Worship Band. 
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JUSTINE “RORY” RAMOS
Maples M.E.T. School, Seven Oaks School Division

Recognizing opportunities to help those around her has always been important to Rory. 
As a student of Maples M.E.T. School, she was opened to a world where she could use 
her passions to pursue project work bigger than herself. Since the age of 14, she has 
volunteered at the Oak Table, a local nonprofit that supports those in need. 

Inspired by her work at the Oak Table, Rory used her gift for writing to make an impact in 
the community by writing a book called “Angles of Reality: Winnipeg Voices of Resilience 
& Stories of Courage”. The book is meant to be a platform for Winnipeg’s impoverished 
individuals to share stories that cultivate compassion and open hearts. Over 400 copies 
of the book have been sold, with all proceeds (over $10,000) donated to the Oak Table to 
support resources and programs. 

In support of her fundraising initiative, Rory has been invited to speak and participate as a panellist in several youth-based 
workshops such as The Youth United: Celebrating Leadership Event, Spark Your Future Youth Forum, TEDx Maples M.E.T., 
Manitoba Association of Rights & Liberties Workshop, and The Manitoba Social Science Teachers’ Professional Development. 
Through all this, Rory has maintained her close relationship with The Oak Table and has worked to expand her network by 
establishing her current internships with mentors at The Manitoba Association for Rights & Liberties and The Justice Program at 
Elmwood High School. In addition, Rory is pursuing a Compassionate Care Course offered through Palliative Care Manitoba while 
working on competing in the annual Ethics Bowl as a member of The M.E.T. School debate team.
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CYNTHIA TRAN
École Secondaire Sisler High School, Winnipeg School Division

Cynthia Tran is a grade 12 student at Sisler High School who prides herself on her dedication 
to leading her school community into a better tomorrow, as shown through her involve-
ment as the chair of Sisler’s Student Council Executive Committee. This position follows her 
term as “Sisler High Against Cancer” co-leader, Sisler’s Terry Fox Committee chair, and flute/
oboe section leader of Sisler’s Concert Band. Outside of school, she is an active volunteer 
at the Seven Oaks General Hospital and with the United Way Youth Advisory Council, where 
she works to support youth from schools throughout the city to create their own social 
justice projects.

In the community, Cynthia self-initiated a project that addresses the lack of cancer care 
opportunities among Winnipeg’s homeless and impoverished population. As a lifelong res-
ident of the municipal ward of Point Douglas, which has the second-lowest median house-

hold income in the city, she has always understood the high poverty and homelessness rates in Winnipeg and the lack of action 
within the healthcare system in providing cancer screening and treatment for individuals who experience homelessness. Because 
of this, Cynthia developed a project plan to provide mobile cancer screening services and information sessions to under-housed 
communities. With these programs, she hopes to help those that typically fall within the cracks of the healthcare system.

The Manitoba Council for International Cooperation has recognized Cynthia’s work as one of the top “Take Action Projects” of 
2022, a Certificate of Recognition from the M.L.A. for Burrows, and has contributed to national projects by the Inter Council Net-
work on sustainability and social justice.
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YAFA ENNABZKI
Mulvey School, Winnipeg School Division 

Yafa is a resident of the West Broadway neighbourhood in Winnipeg and enjoys playing 
soccer, reading, and taking pictures of the cats on her street.

Yafa believes that being a good citizen helps a community grow stronger. Even the little 
things people do can make a difference, like picking up litter, shovelling for a neighbour, 
volunteering, or helping a friend with homework. 

Yafa believes that accepting people, no matter what they look like or where they come 
from, may not seem like a huge gesture, but it is something you can do to make other peo-
ple feel welcome and accepted for who they are. To her, this is part of being a good citizen 
and helps your community grow stronger. 

Yafa and her family spent a lot of time with people in the community, like going to the park and playing sports in the field with the 
neighbourhood kids. She thinks that it is essential to get to know your neighbours. 

She recently worked on a project that helped her make better connections in her neighbourhood. There are a lot of cats on her 
street, and she likes to take pictures of all of them. One day her neighbour noticed Yafa’s interest in taking pictures of cats and 
said she should make a calendar to showcase them. Yafa decided to work alongside another neighbour and group the cats to 
make the calendar because they thought it was a good idea. So Yafa made some artwork and took pictures to add to the calendar, 
and they chose to name the calendar the Cats of Langside. They also thought giving the money they raised to two local organi-
zations doing important work in the community would be a good idea. They chose Art City and Resource Assistance for Youth to 
receive the money raised. The 2022 calendar raised over three thousand dollars, and they hope to raise four thousand dollars this 
year! Yafa was proud to donate the money to help support the community. 

In addition to raising money for community organizations, the Cats of Langside Calendar project also helped them connect with 
people in the community. The calendar involved many people on Langside Street, which helped Yafa develop stronger relation-
ships with them. Yafa says that “Everyone enjoyed talking about the cats! They were especially excited when they made a sale!” 
Local businesses were also involved in selling the calendar, and Yafa met the owners of many of the companies, which she en-
joyed. The business owners played a big part in selling the calendars, which benefitted them by giving them more exposure. Yafa 
thought it was great getting to know people in the neighbourhood better. “That is what a small project like the Cats of Langside 
Calendar can do, and I am glad that I was able to participate in a project that allowed me to be a better citizen.”
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STUDENT TRUSTEE BOARD
Collège St. Norbert Collegiate/ Collège Lorette Collegiate/  
Ste. Anne Collegiate, Seine River School Division 

The Student Trustee Board is a testament to students’ potential and 
innate leadership qualities when provided with the opportunity to 
participate actively in the governance of their education. 

The Student Trustee Board initiative began in January 2022, 
when a dedicated group of students from College St. Norbert 
Collegiate envisioned a highly organized and representative 
group of students from all three high schools within the divi-
sion. They aspired to establish a divisional student committee 
that would serve as a conduit for student issues, affording 
students a meaningful platform to voice their perspectives 
on various issues about the division’s governance. 

The students’ presentations at each of the three high schools 
were met with an outpouring of enthusiasm and support, 
leading to the formation of student committees at each 
high school and the eventual formation of a division-
al committee with representatives from each school. 
The student-led initiative was then presented to the 
SRSD-elected Board of Trustees and received wholeheart-
ed support from the board. The students subsequently 
collaborated on crafting a constitution, which was in place 
by the end of the 2022 school year. 

The past academic year has witnessed the Student 
Trustee Board working in close collaboration with the 
SRSD-elected Board of Trustees, resulting in the establish-
ment of a committee comprising of three trustees, repre-
senting each region of the division to meet regularly with 
the student trustee board to address issues impacting 
high school students and to solicit their input on matters 
affecting them. This project has been an unqualified success, exemplifying the re-envisioning of an authentic student voice in the 
school division and the direct involvement of elected school boards in educating their student stakeholders. 

The Seine River School Division’s Student Trustee Board initiative has already had a profound impact on the division’s governance. 
It has empowered students to take ownership of their education, enabling them to directly impact the decisions that affect their 
schooling. This initiative has also led to a more collaborative and inclusive governance model within the division, where students’ 
voices and perspectives are given due consideration in decision-making processes. 

Collège  St. Norbert Collegiate 

Ste. Anne Collegiate

Collège Lorette Collegiate
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TEAM 17
École River Heights School, Winnipeg School Division 

Team 17 consists of students in grades 7 and 8 who want to make a positive difference starting in our school, community and 
beyond.

They got involved with the community members in their neighbourhood by going door to door following a snowstorm and 
offering to shovel snow for goodwill. They have also made handwritten holiday cards for seniors in care for the last two years. 
They have organized a commuter challenge to document the impact of 18 classrooms and the active and safe methods students 
can use to attend school.

The group, with the support of late Member of Parliament Jim Carr, raised over $1000 for the Canadian Red Cross by making and 
selling pins for Ukraine. The funds were matched and doubled.

Team 17 attended an in-person Climate Action forum at the Canadian Museum for Human Rights. Students from grades 7-12 had 
opportunities to connect with other like-minded students while attending expert-led, hands-on workshops. Their two teacher 
leaders, Amanda Tetrault and Jessica Condo, were able to participate in the professional development opportunity shared with 
staff members as well. The Club also participated in 5 real-time virtual workshops.

The group has been developing a 
presentation to share with their school 
about Climate Action and how they can 
make a difference. They also plan to take 
this presentation on the road and present it 
to local elementary schools. All in all, their 
goal is to reach out to 800 students by the 
beginning of May! They also plan on sharing 
helpful tips through their school Instagram 
account. Finally, Team 17 has been working 
with two Tower Gardens. These students 
have been growing food to help feed hungry 
students in the school.

The students of Team 17 have demonstrated 
a commitment to the values of citizenship 
through their sustainable development 
goals.


