
ENGAGEMENT IN SCHOOL 
BOARD BUDGET DISCUSSIONS
Has your board thought about ways to 
increase engagement and participation 
from the public in your upcoming budget 
discussions? The association’s Talking About 
guide provides some significant reasons for getting engaged, 

and points on how best to get the most out of your 
communication efforts. Check out the section on 

education funding in the guide, along with its 
Q&As, to be well versed on this topic. In the days 
and weeks leading up to your board’s budget 

meetings, get the conversation going by posing 
those questions to your community. 

Keep your eye out for the next e-bulletin and more ideas on 
engaging with and increasing the input from your public in these 
critical discussions.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
School divisions throughout Manitoba are 
currently hiring for permanent, temporary, 
and supply positions within the public school 
systems. This includes teaching and non-
teaching (custodial, transportation, clerical and 
instructional support) positions.

To learn more about employment opportunities available and for 
an overview of general qualifications for school system employees 
visit our website.  
 

ARE YOU ZOOM READY? 
While we’ve all become accustomed to meeting virtually over 
the past many months, we haven’t all been using the same 
virtual meeting platform. Meetings and events organized by the 
Manitoba School Boards Association have been hosted on Zoom, 
and that will apply to the upcoming November general and 
regional meetings. 

If you haven’t used Zoom before, or if you just want to become 
more comfortable with the software, check out our Zoom How-to 
guide. It covers connectivity considerations, the basics of joining 
a meeting, etiquette and communicating during the meeting, and 
voting. And if you are looking for more in-depth information, the 
Zoom Help Center is a great resource.

NATIONAL CHILD DAY 
This year, National Child 
Day is commemorating the 
30th anniversary of Canada’s 
ratification of the UNCRC. It is 
an opportunity to recognize 
the rights of all children, 
while also acknowledging the 
unique rights of First Nations, 
Métis and Inuit children.

The theme for National Child Day 2021 is #8MillionStrong in 
honour of the power and resilience of all 8 million kids in Canada 
and their right to survive and thrive.

Children First Canada invites you to a special digital event to 
mark the occasion on November 16. Visit the National Child Day 
website for more details or to register for this event. 

IMAGINE A CANADA
The National Centre for Truth and 
Reconciliation is inviting young 
Canadians to imagine a Canada 
through the lens of reconciliation. 
Twelve pieces of artwork and 
fifteen project ideas will be 
featured and honoured. 

Youth in the grades K-5 can submit an art piece, essay, or other 
representation to express their vision of a reconciled Canada and 
what they hope others will learn from their submission. 

Grades 6-12 students can go one step further and submit a 
plan on how their project will address reconciliation in their 
community or school.  

Submissions must be made by December 17. To learn more visit 
the National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation website.

DEMOCRACY IN MANITOBA
The Legislative Assembly of Manitoba is offering a virtual learning 
opportunity for educators on November 6, from 10:00 a.m. until 
12:00 p.m., with a guest speaker from Elections Canada. 

For more information and to register, email Education and 
Outreach Services.  
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HOW TO’S

Connectivity Considerations

• Zoom recommends an Internet speed of 1.5 mbps 
(up/down).

• If possible, please use a fast, reliable, wired Internet 
connection to join the meeting. Wired connections 
are better than wireless (WiFi or cellular). WiFi 
connections are better than cellular (3G/4G/LTE).

• Slow/lagging sound or video: Depending on your 
internet strength, you may find your audio/video 
lagging times. You will need to contact your service 
provider to improve it. 

Joining a meeting
There are two ways to join a Zoom meeting. 

1. Click on the meeting link, and you will be taken 
directly to the meeting. If the Zoom app is not 
already installed on your device , it will automatically 
be installed before the meeting opens. Zoom will 
work on a computer, tablet or smartphone, but for 
these meetings we recommend using a computer 
equipped with a microphone (required) and camera 
(optional).

2. If you already have the Zoom app installed, you can 
join the meeting by opening the app and entering 
the meeting ID and passcode. 

Detailed instruction on joining a Zoom meeting 
using different devices can be found at https://
support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362193-
Joining-a-meeting.

Remember

• We strongly recommend that you install the app in 
advance of the meeting, and test your microphone 
and camera. You can download the app at https://
zoom.us/download. 

• When joining a meeting, you may see a screen 
indicating that the host has another meeting in 
progress, or that the meeting will start shortly. This 
is normal, and does not indicate a problem. You will 
automatically join the meeting when the room is 
opened.

• The meeting link, meeting ID and passcode will be 
distributed with the fall meeting package. 

During the meeting

• Upon entering the meeting, please ensure that you 
are identified correctly on-screen. If not, you can 
rename yourself by clicking on the three dots in the 
box that contains your name/image. Please use the 
format TR-JDoe-XXSD.

• All participants’ cameras and microphones will be 
muted upon entering the meeting. You may be asked 
to unmute your microphone at some point to address 
the meeting; activating your camera at that time is 
optional. Once you have finished speaking, please 
remember to re-mute your microphone.

• Communication methods will be at the discretion of 
the meeting chair, and may include any of:
o a virtual show of hands;
o oral feedback; or
o written commentary using the chat function.

Instruction on using each of these features will be 
provided at the time they are being used. 
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