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Good morning everyone:
A few questions have come our way regarding board meeting protocols.
To clarify, the previous order suspending sections 39.7.1(2) and 39.8 of the Public Schools
Act (PSA), and section 5 of the Electronic Meetings Regulation under the PSA, expired at the
end of July.
39.7.1(2)

s. 39.8

39.7.1(2) Despite a regulation passed under
subsection (1), every trustee must be physically
present at a regular meeting at least once
every three months.
(c) has failed to attend three consecutive regular
meetings of the school board without
authorization of the school board by resolution
recorded in the minutes; or

https://web2.gov.mb.ca/laws/regs/current/_pdf-regs.php?reg=201/2004
Correspondence has been drafted by the Department and is awaiting release from the
Minister’s Office, that will clarify this expiration.
Pending this further clarification it is now the case that the above sections are back in force
and should guide board practice until such time as further correspondence is received from
Government.
The same recommendations developed for promoting health and safety during in-person board
meetings last year should be taken into consideration by all boards. This includes distancing,
wearing of masks, and frequent sanitizing of spaces.
If a trustee wishes to meet remotely, section 3(1) of the Electronic Meetings Regulation would
apply, provided their board has adopted a policy in keeping with section 2(1)-(2) of the
Regulation. This said, the above sections [39.7.1(2) and 39.8 of the Public Schools Act (PSA),
and section 5 of the Electronic Meetings Regulation] continue to apply.
In respect of whether trustees are subject to the public health orders on vaccination and
mandatory testing for employees of high risk sectors serving vulnerable populations, we
understand that these will be formally published early next week, and so the question of
whether they shall apply to trustees will need to be informed by the public health orders.
To date, the information published by Government has not specifically referenced trustees but
this should not be interpreted to mean that the orders will not have any bearing or applications.
———————————————

