MAST

SAFE WORK PROCEDURE

	Job Name:

23 Snow blower operation
	Facility:

St. James-Assiniboia
	Analysis By:

Paul Deacon


General Notes: 

Personal Protective Equipment

	Adequate winter outer garments, footwear which will improve footing on slippery surfaces, eye protection, hearing protection


Hazards Present

	Discharged Object--Equipment Failure


	


	


	Fire--Spill


	Equipment Failure


	Discharged Object


	


	Muscle Strain


	


	


	Equipment Failure... Do not overload machine by attempting to clear snow at too fast a rate.


	


	


	


	


	


	


Safe Work Procedure

	1
	Inspect the work area and remove objects which might be picked up and thrown. Make sure all hardware is tight, all safety devices are in place and all adjustments are correct. Do not operate near glass enclosures, automobiles, make sure area is free from people or animals.
	Personal protective equipment (PPE) should include the following; adequate winter outerwear, slip-resistant footwear, safety goggles, hearing protection


	2
	Check the impeller to be sure it is not frozen by removing the spark plug wire, engaging attachment clutch and pulling the rewind starter. If it is frozen, move to a heated area to thaw.
	


	3
	Check the engine crankcase oil level
	


	4
	Check fuel supply and fill if necessary.
	Follow established procedures, never fill tank when engine is hot.


	5
	Check clutch disengagement before each use.
	


	6
	Adjust runners to suit conditions
	Follow established procedures, make sure unit is raised enough to clear gravel or crushed rock surfaces.


	7
	Position the chute deflector at the desired height.
	


	8
	TO START ENGINE: Place key in switch and turn it to "RUN" position. Set throttle at part-throttle position for cold weather starts and at fast position for normal starts. Push primer bulb two or three times. Stand to the right of the unit and grasp starter handle and pull rope out slowly until it pulls harder, this is the compression stroke, let rope rewind slowly. Then pull rope with a rapid conti---nuous full arm stroke. Let rope rewind slowly.
	Assess muscle strength


	9
	Repeat step 8 until engine starts. If unit is equipped with an electric starter refer to the instructions provided with the starter.
	


	10
	After engine has started, set throttle to fast position.
	


	11
	Position the speed selector in the notch for the desired speed. Moving the speed selector forward increases the forward speed, moving the selector backward increases the reverse speed.
	


	12
	Press down on the left clutch lever to engage wheel drive to drive unit.
	


	13
	When transporting unit to area to be cleared, press down on the handlebars enough to raise the front of the snow blower slightly off the surface and engage wheel drive clutch without engaging the attachment drive clutch.
	


	14
	Press down on the right attachment clutch lever to engage attachment to throw snow
	


	15
	Clear snow by running machine in an overlapping series of paths.
	


	16
	Run for a few minutes after throwing snow to prevent freeze-up of impeller.
	


	17
	Release attachment clutch, throttle down and turn key to "OFF" position.
	


END OF SAFE WORK PROCEDURE
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