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General Notes: All crawlspaces in the school division have been assessed and categorized according to the level of risk. It is important to consider that the level of risk may increase due to the task being performed in the crawlspace. For example a "level 2" crawlspace may become a confined space due to fugitive emissions from welding or the displacement of oxygen. A confined space may be entered only by qualified and authorized personel. THIS JHA  DOES NOT ADDRESS CONFINED SPACE ENTRY. IF IN DOUBT DO NOT ENTER. 
Personal Protective Equipment

	Bumper cap, Safety footwear, Respiratory protection (see control column) Communication equipment


Hazards Present

	


	The ceiling of the crawlspace may have nails protruding. There may be hot pipes overhead. There may be small amounts of mould and dust may be disturbed as you walk through the area.


	Work alone hazards


	


	You may be trapped inside the crawlspace. A hazardous atmosphere may have developed recently.


	Lights may be shut off or a power failure may occur.


	


	All level one hazards exists. In addition egress is restricted.


	


	All level two hazards exist. In addition, mould, other contaminants, or damp soil may exist.


	


	


Safe Work Procedure

	1
	LEVEL ONE
	


	2
	Level one crawlspaces pose the lowest risk. You are able to walk (rather than crawl), egress is not restricted and there are no known contaminants.
	Bumper cap, N-95 mask (dust mask), safety footwear


	3
	Before entering the crawlspace be sure to inform someone (secretary, caretaker) that you will be in the crawlspace.
	Arrange to "check out" with someone


	4
	Print your name and the time on the "Crawlspace Entry Safety Check" form that is posted on the crawlspace entry hatch.
	


	5
	Enter the crawspace
	Ensure the crawlspace hatch cannot be closed while you are in the crawlspace. Place a lockout on the hasp so that it cannot be locked shut. Do not enter crawlspaces that have standing (black) water as the water may release hydrogen sulfide gas when disturbed. If standing water is present contact the maintenance shop. The plumber will test the air and pump out the water.


	6
	Perform task
	Never enter a crawlspace without a flashlight.


	7
	LEVEL TWO
	


	8
	Level two crawlspaces pose all the same risks as level one crawlspaces. However, egress is restricted due to a low ceiling, low pipes, or a smaller hatch opening.
	All level one controls must be implemented. In addition, radio contact must be maintained with someone nearby at all times. If radio contact cannot be maintained due to a poor signal then a "buddy" must be stationed at the hatch opening within hearing distance at all times.


	9
	LEVEL THREE
	


	10
	Level three crawlspaces pose all the same risks as level two crawlspaces. However, the crawlspace may contain mould, damp soil, or other contaminants
	All level two controls must be implemented. In addition, PPE includes a P-100 respirator or better and a Tyvec suit.


	
	
	


	
	
	


END OF SAFE WORK PROCEDURE
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