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SAFE WORK PROCEDURE

	Job Name:

Circular Saw Operation
	Facility:

Red River College
	Analysis By:

Daryl Nielsen


General Notes: 

Personal Protective Equipment

	Safety Eyewear, Safety Footwear, Leather Gloves, Face Shield, Hearing Protection


Hazards Present

	a) Bodily injury and/or damage to workpiece from breakage/failure of saw blade--b) Bodily injury from defective/inadequate/missing guards--------b) Bodily injury from defective/inadequate/missing guards


	a) Accidental start-up of Circular Saw--b) Bodily injury and/or damage to saw blade due to incorrect installation--c) Hand/finger contusion due to tool slippage from installing and/or adjusting saw blade--d) Hand/finger laceration from handling saw blade


	a) Hand/finger lacerations/slivers from edges of workpiece--b) Strain/sprain from heavy and/or awkward workpiece--c) Slip/trip/fall in area around circular saw--d) Foot injury from dropping workpiece


	a) Workpiece falling off of Circular Saw table during cutting due to incorrect saw table width--b) Damage to saw blade


	a) Bodily injury and/or damage to workpiece from becoming airborne projectile--b) Bodily injury from hair, clothing or jewellery becoming caught in Circular Saw--c) Bodily injury and/or damage to circular saw from adjusting/installing tools


	a) Hand/finger laceration/amputation from contact with saw blade--b) Eye injury/irritation from dust/debris--c) Inhalation of dust/debris--d) Bodily injury from hair, clothing or jewellery becoming caught in circular saw--e) Hearing loss from chronic exposure to noisy machinery--f) Damage/breakage of saw blade--g) Stalled/jammed saw blade--h) Bodily injury from incorrect cutting technique and improper use of guards


	a) Hand/finger laceration/amputation from contact with saw blade


	a) Hand/finger laceration/amputation from removing sawdust and/or cutting near saw blade--b) Hand/finger laceration/slivers from cut edges of workpiece--c) Leaving circular saw power on


Safe Work Procedure

	1
	Inspect circular saw
	a) Replace saw blades that are cracked or dull.  Keep saw blade clean--b) Do not operate Circular Saw unless adequately guarded--c) Replace/ repair guards as necessary--


	2
	Install/replace saw blade
	a) Disconnect circular saw from its power source and ensure motor switch is off--b) Install a saw blade that is the correct size and RPM rating.  Ensure saw blade direction is correct.--c) Use correct tool for installing/adjusting saw blade--d) Wear recommended gloves when handling saw blade


	3
	Transport workpiece to circular saw
	a) Wear recommended gloves when handling workpiece.  Rough edges and slivers should be removed by sanding.--b) Use mechanical lifting device or get assistance from co-worker--c) Clean/clear work area/surfaces of unused tools/materials.  Remove dust/debris regularly.--d) Wear recommended footwear


	4
	Set up workpiece
	a) Provide adequate support to the sides of the circular saw for long workpieces--b) Inspect workpiece for nails or other foreign materials before cutting/ripping


	5
	Start up Circular Saw
	a) Do not have workpiece in contact with saw blade before pushing start button--b) Ensure no hair, loose clothing or jewellery is near point of operation--c) Check that keys/wrenches used for adjusting/installing saw blade are removed from circular saw before pushing start button


	6
	Cut workpiece
	a) Keep hands/fingers at a safe distance and out of the line of the cut path of saw blade.  Keep focused on task at hand and do not get distracted.  Wear recommended gloves.--b) Use safety eyewear and/or face shield--c) Use local exhaust ventilation and/or wear recommended respiratory protection--d) Tie hair back.  Do not wear loose clothing or jewellery while ope---rating circular saw--e) Wear recommended hearing protection--f) Lower saw blade slowly into workpiece. Do not apply too much pressure against workpiece with saw blade.--g) Push machine stop button and wait for saw blade to stop before freeing workpiece from stalled saw blade--h) Avoid performing "free hand" sawing operations.  Workpiece should be held firmly in place.  Keep body/face to one side of the line of the saw blade.   Ensure saw guards are working properly.


	7
	Measurement and/or alignment of workpiece and/or saw blade
	a) Push machine stop button and wait for saw blade to stop before making any adjustments or changes in set up.  Leave saw turned off until measuring is complete.


	8
	Conclude cutting
	a) Push machine stop button and wait for saw blade to stop before removing sawdust and/or cuttings.  Use a stick or brush to remove sawdust/cuttings. --b) Wear recommended gloves when handling workpiece.  Rough cut edges and slivers should be removed by sanding--c) Do not leave Circular Saw running unattended.  Push machine stop button after each use.----
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